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Location of the
DMM

Advisory
PE.USPS.COM
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Location of the 
Federal Register
PE.USPS.COM
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 Physical standards for booklets:

 Minimum Maximum

 Length 5 inches 10-1/2 inches* 
 Height 3-1/2 inches 6 inches
 Thickness 0.009 inch 0.25 inch
 Aspect Ratio 1.3 2.5
 Weight 3 ounces (changed on May 11, 2009)

 Booklets are defined as having a bound edge where pages are joined together. 
Pages may be joined together in the following ways:

 With at least 2 staples in the manufacturing fold (aka saddle stitched) 
 Perfect bound 
 Pressed-glued 
 Or joined together by another binding method that produces a bound edge 
 * Some booklets have a maximum size of 9-1/2 inches

Applies to mailpieces claimed at machinable and automation prices.
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Can’t find the new 1.5” or 2” tabs to be used on letter-size 
booklets? 

We suggest an online search:  

“Mailing Tabs”

There are several websites offering these tabs for sale in 
small quantities.
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Book = Offset/Text/
Coated Paper

Bond = Ledger/Mimeo/
Duplicator/
Rag Paper

Paper basis weight is based on the weight of 500 sheets of:
25 x 38 inch sheets of book-grade paper, 
17 x 22 inch bond-grade paper, 
20 x 26 inch sheets of cover-grade paper, 
24 x 36 inch sheets of newsprint.
For example, if 500 sheets of book-grade paper weigh 39 pounds, the paper 

is considered 39-pound book paper.

Book Wt. Bond Wt Cover Wt Newsprint Wt.

39 15 21 35
40 16 22 36
50 20 27 45
55 22 30 50
60 24 33 55
70 28 40 64
75 30 41 68
80 31 44 73
90 36 50 82

100 40 56 91
110 44 60 100
128 50 70 116
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Booklets that do not comply with the  
standards will not be eligible for 
machinable or automation prices.  
Nonmachinable booklets will be assessed 
a surcharge for First-Class Mail, pay 
nonmachinable prices for Standard Mail or 
pay nonbarcoded prices for Periodicals.
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Update on Folded Self-Mailer
 Upcoming proposed standards are the result of 

a collaborative testing effort with the mailing 
industry.  

 Federal Register Proposed rules for Folded Self-
Mailers publication is due out soon.

 There will be a 30-day comment period for 
mailers.

 These proposed rules give mailers the option to 
seal mailpieces closed with glue or tabs.

 Proposed standards will outline the varying tab 
closure method options.


